August 12,2011
Dear Jordan Teachers,

I look forward to working with you in small groups on Wednesday as we explore possible uses of the
SMARTBoard in your classroom!

These sessions are intended to respond directly to the questions and needs of Jordan’s teachers as they begin to
plan uses for the SMARTBoard in their own classrooms. Rather than “talking at you” by demonstrating how to
use the SMARTBoard and highlighting applications that I find useful, I’d much rather that the teachers control
the flow and content of our sessions. My hope is that you will come prepared with questions and wonderings,
and that we can therefore jump right in to SMARTBoard topics most relevant to you.

With this in mind, it’s understood that different teachers will have different questions and different needs.
Below are some ways I can imagine the sessions might pan out, but [’'m open to other set-ups that will better
serve your needs:

e For teachers who are a bit intimidated by the SMARTBoard or are having trouble thinking of
ways they might use it:

o We can discuss some “baby step™ uses for the SMARTBoard and begin to practice these uses.

o Teachers can share questions such as, “I'm looking for a better way to teach X...can the
SMARTBoard help?”

e For teachers who feel they’ve got a decent handle on the SMARTBoard but are open to new ideas
about its use:

o Let’s jump right into the questions you may have! Questions might include, “How can I harness
the SMARTBoard to effectively teach X? How can [ edit this cool template I found? Any
suggestions for how to manage student use of the SMARTBoard? etc.”

o If you have particular questions Mike CANNOT answer (and [’'m sure there will be many), we
can go through a search process together to try and find the answers to questions.

e For teachers who are tech whizzes with tons of ideas, we can work together in refining those ideas,
investigating new possibilities, or simply spend some time doing the “grunt work™ of building Notebook
files or other presentations for your classroom.

So, please come prepared on Wednesday to ask questions and propose ideas that are most important to you.

You might also consider reading through the attached “SMARTBoard Resources” document. It provides some
suggestions for how the SMARTBoard might be used. Most of the suggested uses also have an accompanying
SMART Notebook file that you can open up and play with in order to get a better sense of what the suggested
use looks like (the files will be loaded on your classroom computers in a folder named “SMARTBoard Files™).
Reading this document and possibly playing around with the files might help bring up more relevant questions
for Wednesday’s sessions.

Sincerely,

bl b

Mike Egan
Dad of Dana and Christen (3" grader and 4yo preschooler)



SMARTBoard Resources

Compiled by Mike Egan
mikeegan(@augustana.edu

For the Teachers of Jordan Catholic School
August 2011
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Uses for the SMARTBoard in the Classroom

NOTE: Every underlined word below has a corresponding Notebook file saved in the electronic SMARTBoard
Files folder you were provided by Mike Egan. If you are reading these instructions as a PDF through your
computer, the underlined words work as hyperlinks, so if you click on them the corresponding Notebook file
will open. Some of the files were created by Mike Egan, but most were downloaded from the SMART
Exchange website (http://exchange.smarttech.com/#tab=0).

These Notebook files are intended to serve as examples for you and also as templates. It is assumed that you
will open these files and type in your own content. Once you change a file to suit your needs, you are
encouraged to save your updates (so that you can use them repeatedly in the future) and possibly rename them
as well (so that the names are more meaningful to you).

You may notice that some images or words found in the template files are “Locked”...this is so that these
components cannot be moved around by students. For example, there is a Christmas-themed Attendance
template where children’s names are written on ornaments, and the students are required to place their
ornaments on a Christmas tree to indicate that they are present. The ornaments are “unlocked,” and hence
movable. But the tree has been “locked™ so that no student can accidentally move the tree and hence ruin the
attendance system. A “locked” object cannot be edited, but you are able to “unlock™ a locked object by clicking
on the item, then clicking on the scroll-down menu arrow that appears in the upper right corner of the object,
scrolling to “Locking” and choosing “Unlock.™

Classroom Administration
e Attendance: Have students move their names from the “not yet counted as present” area of the screen to
the “present” area of the screen. See the Attendance Notebook file in this folder for an example.

e Lunch Lists: Have students move their names to the appropriate category (e.g., “Hot Lunch.” “No Hot
Lunch,” etc. [Built similarly to the Attendance chart above].

e Seating Chart: Teacher can set the seating chart by moving students’ names around the
screen...students then sit accordingly. See the Seating Chart Notebook file in this folder for an example.

e Randomly Selecting Students: (e.g., calling on a student to respond to a question, selecting a student or
students to run an errand, etc.). Use the Random Name Picker (included in this folder) to draw student
names at random.

e Randomly Assigning Groups: Use the Random Group Generator (included in this folder) to randomly
generate as many student groups as you need (e.g., if you are selecting teams for a review game, or
assigning groupwork tasks, etc.).

¢ Sample Rules for SMARTBoard Use: This is a set of rules that a teacher in Naperville put together for
his own classroom. He displayed it at the beginning of SMARTBoard-related learning activities for the
first month or so of the school year (until the students internalized the expectations). Feel free to use
these rules, or modify them to suit your own expectations.




Use as a General Teaching Tool

Fill in the Blank: Teacher prepares sentences (or equations) in advance, leaving a blank (or blanks)
somewhere in the statement. Students fill in the blank(s) by moving words to their appropriate place in
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Categorize: Children can move images or words on the screen into appropriate categories. Three
separate “Categorize” templates are provided: Categorize A (Two Categories), Categorize B (Three
Categories) and Categorize C (Venn Diagram). Classroom uses include:
o Kindergarteners can move pictures of trees, rocks, shoes, dogs, etc., into the proper categories of
“Living Things” or “Non-Living Things”
o 3"9/4™ Graders can move words into categories of “Nouns,” “Verbs,” “Adjectives”
5"/6"™ Graders can move images of triangles into categories of “Scalene,” “Right,” “Obtuse.”
o With the “Categorize C (Venn Diagram)” template, students can sort objects into two categories
that have overlap. For example, math students could sort a collection of number (1, 2, 3,4, 5, 6,
7, 8,9, 10) into the categories of “Even™ and “Factor of 12”.
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Memory: Match related concepts using the classic children’s card game. Notebook creates “cards” such
that when they are clicked the card will either disappear or flip over. Three separate “Memory”
templates are provided: Memory A (8 colored cards that appear and disappear), Memory B (6 colored
cards that appear and disappear), and Memory C (cards that flip over...teacher can control how many
cards). Possible classroom uses include:

o Kindergarteners can match basic sight words with pictures.

o Geography students can match state names with the corresponding capital city.

o Math students can match a fraction with its decimal equivalent.

Common Characteristic: Provide a list of words or sentences or a collection of images. Ensure that at
least three of the words/sentences/images have a similar characteristic. Students identify the objects
with the common characteristic, move them into the “holding pen.” and write or state the common
characteristic. For example:

o Images of various animals are shown (rabbit, snake, bird, fish, cow, dog, ant, spider). The goal
for students is to select three or more animals with a common characteristic and name the
characteristic (e.g. rabbit, cow, and dog are all mammals; or they all have fur, etc.).

o A list of verbs is provided (e.g. running, write, fell, caught, sing, told, reading). Students might
identify fell, caught, and told as having the common characteristic of being past tense verbs.

Label the Diagram: A diagram is shown...students move labels to the appropriate place in the diagram.

Hide the Words Memorization Process: Teacher provides an important sentence that must be
memorized. Students read it aloud, then one child hides one of the words by covering it. Students read
the full sentence aloud, then another word is hidden, etc.

- Hide the Letters Spelling Memorization: Similar to “Hide the Words Memorization Process” mentioned

above, a single word is spelled on the board. One letter is hidden at a time until all letters are hidden and
children spell the word completely without seeing it.

Slide Across Solutions: The screen has two background colors, with each color taking up half the
screen. The teacher types in a question and answer together in one text box, and places the
question/answer combo on the left side of the screen. The answer will not be visible initially because
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