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ASC gives Midwest schools free computers
Story and photo by Danielle Toste
ASC Public Affairs

ROCK ISLAND, Ill.— Despite economic turmoil, a 
long-lost program of donating federal government 
computers to schools is coming alive at Rock Island 
Arsenal, Ill., and the surrounding community.

 Former President Bill Clinton signed an execu-
tive order mandating that the federal government 
donate excess and outdated computers to schools 
ranging from pre-
kindergarten through 
12th grade and to 
non-profit organiza-
tions. It’s called the 
Department of De-
fense Computers for 
Learning Program 
and focuses on four 
major developments 
in American educa-
tion: making modern 
computer technology 
an integral part of ev-
ery classroom; pro-
viding teachers with 
the professional de-
velopment they need 
to use new technolo-
gies effectively; con-
necting classrooms to 
the National Informa-
tion Infrastructure; 
and encouraging the 
creation of excellent educational software.

 “We are taking our computers that were being 
sold for almost nothing and giving them to schools 
that have not received new computers in eight 
or nine years,” said Lt. Col. Jerry Martin, Army 
Sustainment Command automation management 
officer.

Rock Island Arsenal re-started the program in 
March 2009, when a memorandum of agreement 
was signed between the garrison command and 
Defense Reutilization and Marketing Office (DRMO). 

“We try to share the wealth with schools 
throughout the Midwest,” said Martin. “For 
example, one school might request 300 computers, 
so we will give that school as many as we can 
without neglecting other requests. However, we 
will endeavor to find a way to fulfill their needs; it 
just might take some time.”

“RIA has given 419 computers, 36 laptops, 56 flat-
screen monitors, and two printers to schools,” said 

Sherrill Benson, disposal service representative of 
DRMO. 

Beneficiaries include: Jordan Catholic School, 
Rock Island, Ill.; Earl Hanson Elementary School, 
Rock Island, Ill.; St. Paul Lutheran School, Moline, 
Ill.; Carlton High School, Carlton, Minn.; Valmeyer 
Elementary School, Valmeyer, Ill.; and Lutheran 
Preparatory School, Watertown, Wis.

“At the beginning of this school year, we had one 
11-year-old computer in each classroom and 30 sev-

en-year-old computers 
in each of our two li-
braries,” said Janine 
Parr, director of ad-
vancement at Jordan 
Catholic School. “We 
are in the process of 
replacing those with 
the newer computers 
received through the 
CLP.”

Since December 
2009, the school has 
received 97 desktops 
and 27 laptops. Each 
classroom will now 
have two computers 
and each lab will have 
30. The laptop com-
puters will be placed 
on carts to be used 
in 5th through 8th 
grade classrooms.

“Through the CLP 
we have been able to provide newer equipment at 
no cost to the Jordan community,” said Parr. “It 
has allowed us to realize technology objectives and 
enable increased computer time per student.”

Local law enforcement agencies have been able 
to participate in the program as well.

“The Law Enforcement Support Office (LESO) 
is another special program that has received 
26 computers, 16 laptops, and 34 flat-screen 
monitors,” said Benson.

The police departments from East Moline, Ill.; 
Monmouth, Ill.; Somonauk, Ill.; Chicago; and 
Walkerton, Ind. have acquired equipment from RIA. 

Not only does CLP allow schools and organizations 
to save money, but it saves the government money.

“When we are able to give computers to local 
schools or other organizations, we do not have 
to pay for them to be shipped to warehouses 
throughout the United States, where they sit until 

Jordan Catholic School Principal Michael Daly and 8th-grader 
Connor Doak help unload computer equipment that was given 
to the school by the Army Sustainment Command through the 
Computers for Learning Program. Since joining the program 
in December 2009, the Rock Island, Ill., school has received 97 
desktop and 27 laptop computers.
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